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Introduction 
 

 
The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge IGCSE Malay (0546), 
and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low when possible) relate to 
the subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives.  
 
In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen to exemplify a range of answers. Each response is 
accompanied by a brief commentary explaining the strengths and weaknesses of the answers.  
 
Each response is annotated with clear explanation of where and why marks were awarded or omitted. This, 
in turn, followed by examiner comments on how the answer could have been improved.  In this way it is 
possible for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they will have to do 
to improve their answers.  At the end there is a list of common mistakes candidates made in their answers 
for each question.  
 
This document provides illustrative examples of candidate work where possible. These help teachers to 
assess the standard required to achieve marks, beyond the guidance of the mark scheme. Some question 
types where the answer is clear from the mark scheme, such as short answers and multiple choice, have 
therefore been omitted.  
 
The questions and mark schemes used here are available to download from Teacher Support.  
 

June 2016 Question Paper 43 

June 2016 Paper 43 Mark Scheme 

 
 
Other past papers, Examiner Reports and other teacher support materials are available on Teacher Support 
at https://teachers.cie.org.uk   
 

https://teachers.cie.org.uk/login_form?came_from=https%3A//teachers.cie.org.uk/index_html
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How to use this booklet 

Answers by real candidates in exam 

conditions. These show you the types of 

answers for each level. 

Discuss and analyse the answers with 

your learners in the classroom to 

improve their skills. 

Examiner comments are 

alongside the answers, 

linked to specific part of the 

answer. These explain 

where and why marks were 

awarded. This helps you to 

interpret the standard of 

Cambridge exams and 

helps your learners to 

refine exam technique. 

This explains how the candidate could have improved the 

answer.  This helps you to interpret the standard of 

Cambridge exams and helps your learners to refine exam 

technique. 

This describes the common mistakes candidates made in 

answering each question. This will help your learners to 

avoid these mistakes at the exam and give them the best 

chance of achieving a high mark. 
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Assessment at a glance 
 

 

All candidates take the following three components: 

Grades available: A*, A, B, C, D, E, F, G 
Weighting of 

papers 

Paper 2 Reading 1 hour 

Candidates read a number of texts and answer questions testing comprehension. 

45 marks 

Externally assessed 

approximately 

33% 

Paper 3 Speaking* approximately 15 minutes 

Candidates complete two role plays, a topic presentation/conversation and a 

general conversation. 

100 marks 

Internally assessed/externally moderated 

approximately 

33% 

Paper 4 Writing 1 hour 

Candidates respond in the target language to three tasks. 

50 marks 

Externally assessed 

approximately 

33% 

 

* Individual Centres are responsible for conducting the speaking tests and for the initial assessment, which 

is then subject to moderation by Cambridge. Please see the Teachers’ Notes Booklet for additional 

information. Teachers’ Notes Booklets and Role Play Cards for the speaking tests are despatched to 
Centres on the basis of their Estimated Entries. It is therefore important that Centres submit Estimated 

Entries for these syllabuses by the deadline published in the Cambridge Administrative Guide. 

 
Teachers are reminded that the latest syllabus is available on our public website at www.cie.org.uk and 
Teacher Support at https://teachers.cie.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cie.org.uk/
https://teachers.cie.org.uk/login_form?came_from=https%3A//teachers.cie.org.uk/index_html
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Question 1 
 

 

Example Candidate Response – high  Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate gives eight 
answers of which the best five are 
given marks. Some of the answers 
have a combination of verb and 
noun and some contain verbs only. 
Both are fine as long as they are 
relevant to the situation. 
 
Total mark awarded = 5 out 5 

 

How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
The candidate gained full marks for this response. 
 
 
  

1 1 



Question 1 
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Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The first answer, ‘layang-
layang’ (kite), is a noun and it 
should have the verb ‘bermain’ 
(play) before it. However it is 
awarded one mark as the candidate 
is still able to use the relevant 
vocabulary. 
 
Total mark awarded = 3 out 5 

 

How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
If the candidate had attempted to provide eight answers, it would have given them the chance to obtain the 
maximum mark of 5. Candidates should try to give as many answers as possible in order to get full marks for 
this question. 
 
  

1 



Question 1 
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Example Candidate Response – low Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 This is correct. 
 
Total mark awarded = 1 out 5 

 

How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
If the candidate had attempted to provide eight answers, it would have given them the chance to obtain the 
maximum mark of 5.  Candidates should try and give as many answers as possible. 
 

Common mistakes candidates made in this question 
 
The examiner was expecting candidates to list (Senaraikan) the activities and to come up with verbs to show 
activities that could be done at the beach. Answers should have only consisted of one, two or a few words. 
No extra detail was necessary. Marks were awarded for the five best answers out of eight. 
 

This was a very simple question aimed at giving candidates the opportunity to score full marks. However, 

candidates without sufficient vocabulary had problems coming up with enough relevant words.  

 

1 1 



Question 2 
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Question 2 
 

 

Example Candidate Response – high (1) Examiner comments 

 

The candidate answers the first 
task – naming their favourite food 
(nasi lemak). 
 

 The candidate says one thing 
about the food. 
 

 The candidate gets many 
elaboration points here because 
they include a list of items to 
describe the favourite food (nasi, 
santan, ikan bilis, telur rebus, 
timun, sambal). Lists of 5–6 correct 
items stand to get 3 points. 
 

 The candidate gets both 
requirements of this part right – 
when, (2009) and where (in a 
restaurant near school). 
 

 The candidate gives the reason 
why the food is their favourite. 
 

 The candidate repeats the word 
'memperolehi’ (obtained) a few 
times but some of the uses were 
not accurate. It would be better if 
the candidate had used a variety of 
words to describe similar situations. 
 
Marks awarded for Communication 
= 10 out of 10 
 
Marks awarded for Language 
 = 5 out of 5 
 
Total mark awarded =  
15 out of 15 

 

How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
The candidate was awarded full marks.  
 
  

6 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 



Question 2 
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Example Candidate Response – high (2) Examiner comments 

 
 

 
 
 

The favourite food is mentioned 
here (maggi goreng). 
 

 Marks are lost here because 
the candidate only mentions in 
general that there is a shop in 
Kuala Lumpur but does not relate it 
to the task. 
 

 The reason for liking the food is 
mentioned here (sangat sedap). 
 
  
 
Marks awarded for Communication 
= 7 out of 10 
 
Marks awarded for Language  
= 5 out of 5 
 
Total mark awarded =  
12 out of 15 

 

How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
It would have been better if the candidate had organised their points. Candidates should make sure that they 
answer all parts of the question, and only include points which are relevant to the question. 
  

3 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 



Question 2 
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Example Candidate Response – low Examiner comments 

 

 

The candidate writes about 
something which is not related to 
the task and therefore they lose 
communication points. 
 
 

 Benefit of the doubt is given 
here since the candidate indirectly 
mentions that they like the soup 
because there is shrimp in it. 
 
Marks awarded for Communication 
= 2 out of 10 
 
Marks awarded for Language 
 = 2 out of 5 
 
Total mark awarded = 4 out of 15 

 

How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
The candidate should have stuck to the tasks given, and tried as much as possible to answer tasks (a), (b), 
(c) and (d) even if they were unable to give a lot of elaboration on them. 
 

Common mistakes candidates made in this question 
 
The examiners expected candidates to elaborate satisfactorily on tasks (a) – (d). Some candidates repeated 

the same points for different tasks in the question. This lost them valuable marks, especially for elaboration.  

Candidates should avoid repeating the same elaboration to obtain the highest marks, for example, for part 

(a), candidates could mention the ingredients used or where the food is originally from, or for part (b) 

elaboration could include a brief description of the time and place that was asked for in the task.

2 

1 

2 

1 
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Question 3(a) 
 

 

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments 

 

  A simple, straight-to-the-point 
salutation with the use of a classic 
term for grandmother (nenda).  
 

  An appropriate introduction 
stating the purpose of the letter.  
 

 Place of camping – the first task 
is covered with appropriate 
elaboration. 
 

 How they got the money for 
camping – the second task is 
mentioned successfully. 
 

 Third task – fishing is 
mentioned as the most challenging 
activity. 
 

 An appropriate proverb used 
here to elaborate on the importance 
of being patient. 
 

 Task four – benefits gained by 
the author and friends. Both parties 
must be mentioned in order to 
obtain 2 marks here. If only one 
party is mentioned (either the 
author or friends), only 1 mark can 
be awarded. 
 

 Final task – plans for next year 
(visiting historical Melaka). 
 
Marks awarded for Communication 
= 10 out of 10 
Marks awarded for Accuracy  
= 10 out of 10 
Marks awarded for Range, Variety 
and Appropriateness  
= 10 out of 10 
 
Total mark awarded =  
30 out of 30 

 

How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 

Overall, the letter was written with precision, using appropriate words and register for addressing an elderly 
relative. The accuracy and style of writing were very good and the candidate was awarded full marks for 
good quality writing.  
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Example Candidate Response – low Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 There is an attempt at an 
introduction here but it is quite 
confusing, as the candidate uses 
some unsuitable words and 
phrases for the context, such as 
pedang nenek (grandmother's 
sword). 
 

 This paragraph is not relevant 
to the question. It demonstrates 
that candidate does not understand 
the tasks required. 
 
 

 This paragraph is a continuation 
of the previous paragraph with still 
no communication points at all.  
 
The overall language used is 
average at best, with some words 
and phrases used incorrectly. 
There are also some spelling 
errors. 
 
Marks awarded for Communication 
= 0 out of 10 
Marks awarded for Accuracy 
= 4 out of 10 
Marks awarded for Range, Variety 
and Appropriateness 
= 3 out of 10 
 
Total mark awarded = 7 out of 30 

 
How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
The candidate should attempt to stick to the tasks given and try as much as possible to answer all the tasks 
even if they are unable to elaborate greatly upon the points. 
 

Common mistakes candidates made in this question 
 
The examiner was expecting candidates to be able to elaborate communication points satisfactorily. 
However, some candidates omitted communication points which resulted in loss of valuable communication 
marks.  
 
Since this was a letter addressed to the grandmother, candidates needed to be careful to use an appropriate 
language and register.  
 
Candidates also needed to remember that the ability to use an appropriate salutation, introduction and 
closing of the letter would be taken into account. 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 
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Question 3(b) 
 

 

Example Candidate Response – high  Examiner comments 

 

 

  The candidate successfully 
addresses the first communication 
point by thanking their teacher for 
making them aware of the 
competition. They indirectly say 
how they found out about the 
competition. 
 

 The candidate writes about their 
mother (second communication 
point) and they also mention the 
reason they chose the topic. The 
elaboration is simple but effective. 
 

The candidate is able to express 
their feelings after winning the 
competition using appropriate 
vocabulary (sangat gembira, 
terharu). They also gave reasons 
for feeling that way. 
 

The candidate mentions that 
they would donate the money to the 
orphanage and old people’s home 
because they need it more (final 
communication points are 
addressed). 
 
Marks awarded for Communication 
= 10 out of 10 
 
Marks awarded for Accuracy  
=10 out of 10 
 
Marks awarded for Range, Variety 
and Appropriateness  
= 10 out of 10 
 
Total mark awarded =  
30 out of 30 

 

How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
The candidate gained full marks for this response. 
  

4 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 
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Example Candidate Response – low Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
     The candidate mentions what 
they wrote about for the competition 
(communication point 2) but the 
sentence is rather abrupt. 
 
     The candidate goes straight to 
the last communication point - what 
they would do with the money they 
won. 
A lack of vocabulary forces the 
candidate to use an English word 
(achieve) instead of mencapai.  
The candidate has basic 
vocabulary and has difficulty 
expressing their ideas. 
 
Marks awarded for Communication 
= 6 out of 10 
 
Marks awarded for Accuracy  
= 2 out of 10 
 
Marks awarded for Range, Variety 
and Appropriateness  
= 3 out of 10 
 
Total mark awarded =  
11 out of 30 

 

How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
The candidate should have attempted to stick to the tasks given and answer all the tasks even if they were 
unable to add elaboration. A variety of vocabulary should have been used, in appropriate contexts. 
 

Common mistakes candidates made in this question 
 
A few candidates did not mention all the communication points, which resulted in loss of valuable 

communication marks. Sometimes there was not enough elaboration made, resulting in lower marks 

obtained for range and variety. 

 

1 

2 

2 

1 



 

 

 

Question 3(c) 
 

 

Example Candidate Response – high (1) Examiner comments 

 

     The candidate manages to 
continue the story successfully. The 
language used is also rather poetic 
and the style is appropriate to this 
type of writing. 
 
     The candidate mentions what 
they both felt in an indirect and 
creative way (I felt sorry looking at 
his sad face). This shows that the 
candidate has an advanced 
command of the language. 
 
      Communication point 2 – the 
candidate mentions their alternative 
plans (going to a shopping mall and 
eating at a restaurant). 
 

This part fulfils the last 
communication point of whether the 
brother was happy with the 
decision. Again, the candidate 
displays their mastery of the 
language by not directly saying that 
the brother was happy, but by 
saying that the brother's expression 
suddenly changed to one of joy 
(terus cerah ekspresinya). 
 

Detailed elaboration of the 
previous point. By giving more 
elaboration, the candidate is able to 
display their command of the 
language. 
 

A good summary of the whole 
narrative. 
 
Marks awarded for Communication 
= 10 out of 10 
Marks awarded for Accuracy  
= 10 out of 10 
Marks awarded for Range, Variety 
and Appropriateness = 10 out of 10 
 
Total mark awarded =  
30 out of 30 

 

How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
This was a good piece of writing and the candidate gained full marks for this response. 
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Example Candidate Response – high (2) Examiner comments 

 

 

 The candidate mentions the 
feelings of both of them. There is 
some awkwardness in the sentence 
(eg. tidak berbeza perlu) but the 
meaning still comes through. 

The word berada is not suitable 
to be used here. A better word to 
use is terdapat. 
The whole paragraph is not 
masterfully written but still makes 
sense in general. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

They decided to go the National 
Museum (communication point 2). 
The candidate gave a reason for 
going there, which was additional 
rewardable information. 
 
 

The candidate should have said 
tidak berpuas hati (not satisfied) 
here instead of puas hati (satisfied) 
but benefit of the doubt was given. 
 
Marks awarded for Communication 
= 10 out of 10 
Marks awarded  for Accuracy of 
Grammar and Structures  
= 8 out of 10 
Marks awarded for Range, Variety 
and Appropriateness = 9 out of 10 
 
Total mark awarded =  
27 out of 30 

 

How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
Even though the writing makes sense as a whole, the awkwardness of the sentence structures means it was 
unable to award full marks. Care must be taken to use appropriate words and the candidate also needs to 
work on their affixes. 
 
  

4 

3 
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Example Candidate Response – low Examiner comments 

 

Instead of continuing the story 
straightaway, the candidate gives a 
brief explanation of the introduction, 
which is not necessary. 

Even though it is not clear that 
going to the market was their 
alternative plan, benefit of the doubt 
is given here (communication 
point 2). It is evident that the 
candidate is struggling with the 
language as the sentences are 
confusing and sometimes they 
resort to using English words (e.g. 
cheap). 

The rest of the writing makes 
less sense, hence no more 
communication points can be 
awarded. 
 
Marks awarded for Communication 
= 2 out of 10 
 
Marks awarded  for Accuracy  
= 5 out of 10 
 
Mark awarded for Range, Variety 
and Appropriateness = 4 out of 10 
 
Total mark awarded =  
11 out of 30 

 
How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
The candidate should have attempted to stick to the tasks given and answer all the tasks, even if they were 
unable to add elaboration. A variety of vocabulary should have been used, in appropriate contexts. 
 

Common mistakes candidates made in this question 
 
A few candidates did not mention all the communication points, which resulted in loss of valuable 

communication marks. Sometimes there was not enough elaboration made, resulting in lower marks 

obtained for range and variety. Some candidates were unable to use affixes well. 
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